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ABSTRACT

Tra iticnal cra lcs ar. impo.tant objects in many In igenous America.. culturcs. A historical ten en.y of museums .0 overlook

In igenous perspectives on proper object han ling an

isplay has often resulte in improper care of culturally sensitive objects

in museum collections. Through interviews at the Natural History Museum of Utah, we consulte members of In igenous com-

munities in an aroun Utah to ascertain culturally appropriate practices for housing, han ling, isplaying, researching, an

imaging In igenous cra le objects. Cra le forms an beliefs vary across cultures, an cra les can be significant on in ivi ual,
familial, artistic, practical, an spiritual levels. Consultants provi e fee back on physical an spiritual consi erations that mu-
seums shoul incorporate into their care practices. Results provi e insights regar ing proper museum care of cra les specific to

the cultures with which the consultants i entify. A

itionally, they provi e broa er insights regar ing consi erations all muse-

ums shoul prioritize when seeking In igenous input on the care of cra le objects of any cultural association.

1 | Introduction

Museums have an unfortunate history of overlooking, misrepre-
senting, or failing to gather perspectives from the people whose
cultures are represente in their collections, inclu ing North
America's In igenous cultures. Such failures have le to im-
proper care for, isplayof,an communication aboutIn igenous
objects in museum collections, public misun erstan ing about
American In igenous history an culture, an Tribal istrust
towar s museums that hol their objects (Cooper 2007; Isaac
et al. 2024; Lawlor 2006; Sleeper-Smith 2009). The Native
American Voices Initiative at the Natural History Museum of
Utah (NHMU) has sought to a  ress this issue by inviting pai

Tribal (or In igenous) collaborators from Utah an neighboring
states (Neva a, Arizona, an New Mexico) to visit the museum
to provi e cultural context an recommen ations for isplay,
collections recor s, an care of In igenous objects in NHMU's

collections. During these consultations, it became clear that
basketry cra les an cra leboar sin museum collections are a
sensitive class of In igenous belongings eserving special con-
si eration in the management of anthropological collections.

We present consultants’ insights regar ing the proper storage,
han ling, isplay,an imagingof—an terminology for—tra i-

tional North American Southwest an Great Basin In igenous d

cra les in museum collections. Through interviews with pai

In igenous consultants as part of the Native American Voices
Initiative, fun e bythe National En owment of the Humanities,
we have recor e the preferences of Tribal members regar ing
culturally appropriate practices for the museum treatment of
tra itional cra les. Our results serve as a gui e for culturally
appropriate practices for museums housing In igenous cra le
objects. A itionally, insights are beinguse toup ate NHMU's
recor s, storage, isplay,an han ling protocols an exhibits.
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Specific insi hs re rdin h ndlin , sor e, displ prefer-
ences, and erminology are herefore specific o ribes wih
radi ional ies o U ah and he surrounding regions. However,
broader insigh s from his projec are relevan o museums
housing cradles from any Na ive American Tribe, as he resul s
provide guidance regarding wha ques ions and considera ions
should be aken in o accoun when making decisions abou he
cura ion and display of radi ional cradle objec s. Fur hermore,
since Indigenous knowledge of he proper rea men of cradles is
roo ed in cul ural beliefs, recorded in erviews wi h ribal mem-
bers abou hese objec s serve as records of Indigenous oral his-
ory ha will be made available o relevan Tribes and, if Tribes
consen , shared publicly. t

Terminology for cradle objec s varies by region, Tribe, and
personal preference. All consul an s in his projec agreed
ha he erm cradl board was appropria e when referring
o cradle objec s from heir Tribes, hough hey offered ad-
di ional, nuanced insigh s on proper erminology. Members
of Tribes no consul ed in his s udy may prefer erms o her
han “cradleboard” for cradles from heir cut ure, and no all
ribes produce cradles ha incorpora e wooden boards or aret
board-shaped. As we tn end for hiss udy o inform museum
prac ices regarding hethandling of cradle objec s across all
Indigenous American Tribes and cul ures, we choose o use
he erms cradl and cradl obj ct when referring o such ob-
jec s here. However, we share consul an s’ nuanced prefer-
ences for cradle erminology in Table 2 so museums housing
cradle objec ¢ from heir ribes can incorpora e such insigh s
in o heir signage and records. Each Tribe's or individual's
nuanced preferences should be used in exhtibi s and museum
recordstof cradles from ha Tribetor individual.

2 | Backgrournd
2.1 | Indigenous Insights and Museum Curation

In recen decades, i has beconte clear ha cldse Tribal in-
volvemen in museum cura ion and exhibi design is essen ial
fort e hical and accura e record keeping, objec care, and pub-
lic educa ion abou Indigenous objec s, cul ure, tand heri age
(Kreps 2009). Addi ionally, i is becoming increasingly acknowl-
edged ha recording and tespéc ing Indigenous knowledge
of he proper rea men of radiional objeds is synonymous
wi h recording and tespec ing Indigenbus cul ural beliefs and
heritaget t

Indigenous cura drial radiions, such tas Na ive
Americant approaches o the care and handling of
sensi ive ma erials...,tfi he defini ion of in angible
cul ural heri age because heyttonsis of prac ices, t
knowledge sys ems, skills antl ins rumens ha

func ion o ransmi cul urefand dre par of people'st

cul ural heri age.
(Kreps 2009, 199)

Effor s are being made b involve descendan Indigenous cont-
muni ies in he curation and exhibi ion of Indigenous objects in
American museums (Shannon 2017), and o develop guides for

culur 11 ppropri e pr c ices for museum c re of Indi e&nous
objec s (Ogden 2004; School for Advanced Research 2003).
However, ga hering a sufficien weal h of Indigenous knowledge
oaccomplish heseidealsisa ime-consuming and ongoing pro-
cess, and many objec classes haveye o receive sufficien a en-
ion during museum-Tribal consul a ion and pos -consul a ion
publica ion. Cradle objec s are one such class. Given he incred-
ible in er- and in ra-Tribal diversi y in cradle form, echnology,
and ideology across he con inen (Bibby 2004; Brough on 2019;
Farmer 2013; Schnetder 1983), here isadear h of unders anding
among non-Tribal cura ors, collec ions managers, and exhibi
programmers regarding proper rea men of differen Tribes'
cradle objec s, as well as regarding wha ques ions and consider-
a ions o akein oaccoun when making decisions abou cradle
handling, s orage, display, record keeping, and imaging. We ad-
dress his gap in knowledge by collec ing direc ins ruc ions and
preferences from Tribal members, recording hose preferences
for fu ure Tribal members and museum employees, and sharing

Indigenous insigh sso ha o herins i u ions can be er care for t

radi ional cradle objec s.

2.2 | Indigenous Cradles t

Many Indigenous Tribes across Nor h and Sou h America have
a deep his ory of using cradles, cradleboards, baby baske s, and
o her cradle objec s o ranspor and handle infan s. There is ex-
reme diversity in he ma erials used o make hese objec s, in
he me hods for carrying hem, in heir shape and s ruc ure, and
in heir ornamen a ion. Cradte s yles can be highly specific o
differen Tribes, cul ures, and environmen s (e.g.,tBibby 2004;
Brough on 2019; Farmer 2013; Schneider 1983). Tradi ional
cradle objec s pro ec babies physically (Greenwald 2017)
and calm and comfor hem (James Chisholm 1978; James
S. Chisholm 1983). Fur hermore, hey afford mo hers effi-
cien ways o carry babies as well as safe ways o lay infan s
down, prop hem up, or hang hem up while comple ing asks,
hereby imfproving ma ernal efficiency (Greenwald 2017; Niclou
e al. 2025).

The radi ional cradles of he San Juan Sou hern Paiu e, Paiu e
Indian Tribe of U ah, Skull Valley Band of Goshu e, and Paiu e-
Shoshone (Reno-Sparks Indian Colony) consul an sin erviewed
for his projec are woven baske ry cradles, of en wi h canvas
or hide covers and wovet sun shadestor hoods. Diné cradles
are cons ruc ed of wodden boards connec edtby lea her lash-
ings. The radi ional cradles of he U e consul an (U ¢ Indian
Tribe of he Uin ah and Ouray Reservation) are cons ruc ed of
a woodentboard wi h a hide or canvas cover and a wowen shade.

3 | Methods
3.1 | Recruiting Consuitants

Participan sin NHMU's Na ive American Voices Ini ia ive were
re¢rui ed for his s udy. The Na ive American Voices Ini ia ive
invi ed ar is s, etders, cul ural exper s, and knowledge keepers
from U ah's eight federally recognized ribes and ribes wi h
radi ional fes o U ah lands o visi NHMU as paid consul-
an s. Recrui men for he Na ive American Voices Ini ia ive
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TABLE1 | Cons ltants and their tri ala iliations. g

Consultant name

Tribal/cultural affiliation

Zefren Anderson
Everett Pikyavit g
Ira Coffey g

Natalie Ed ewater, Richard Graymountain, Jr., Louise g
Tallman

Shanandoah Anderson, Carmen Clark g
Lisa Bullcreek, Copen Thomas g

Alan Groves

Diné (Navajo)
Moapa Paiute
Reno-Sparks Indian Colony (Paiute-Shoshone)

San Juan Southern Paiute

Shivwits Band of the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah
Skull Valley Band of Goshute g

Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation and Hopi

was done by raduate student research assistgnts gnd faculty g for their visit; they could also request to view broad classes of

in the Department of Anthropolo y at the University of Utah.
Recruiters reached out to tribal leaders via email and telephone;
several Tribal members a reed to be consultants or put recruit-
ers in touch with tribal members they believed would be inter-
ested in servin as consultants. Additionally, recruitment was
done by reachin out to museum curators, Indi enous artists,
and allerists, and by speakin directly to Indg enous peopleat
events such as the Indi enous Art Market at NHMU.

As consultants in the NativegAmerican Voices InitiativegTribal
members viewed gbjects in the museum's Native Voices and
First Peoples alleries, dedicategyl to modern UtahgTribes and
Utah archaeolo y, respectively, as well as objects housed in the
museum's anthropolo y collections. Consultants proviged cul-
tural context for museum objects and prgvided feedbagk on alg
lergdisplays and objecghandlin and stom e practicgs.

Consultants from the Native Americag Voices Initiativegvere in-
vited to participate in this study abogt cradles durin gheir visits
to NHMU. Consultants si ned consent forms to g participants.

Eleven individuals were interviewed about cradles for this
study. These individuals do not represent a random sample of
Tribal members. The sample is biased towards people who have
accesgto email andgtelephone, people who are known to the el-
ders and leaders contacted by recruiters, pegple who argable to
participate in evengs such as art markets, people who gre local
to Salt Lake City or can arran e transportationgto NHMU from
their homes across the re ion, people who are comfortable bein
recorded and photo raphed, and jgeople who are open to collab-
oratin with museums (ofgen considered colonizer entiies) and
ea er to discusg their cultural back rounds. Intervigwed indi-
viduals and the Tribegor cultureggvith which they are affiliatedg
are listed in Tablegl. g

3.2 | gollecting Insights

3.2.1 | Preparation for Intervievgs

Prior to their arrival at the museum, consultangs were emailed a
list of objects housed at NHMU associated with their respective

Tribal affiliation. Consultants had the ogption to reguest thagspe-
cific objects from this list be pulled out of stox@ e in preparation

8

8

objects, such as baskets or ru s. If consultants did not request
specific objects or object classes, anthropolo y collections staff
at NHMU decided which objects to pull. Their decisiong were
based on which objects had underdeveloped records, were of
equivocal cultural ori in, or were of particular research inter-
est. Additional objects were pulled from stora e throu hout the
consultants' visit if interests arose. Additionally, many Eribal
objects are on display in the Native Voices allery at thg mu-
seum and were viewed by consultants in the allery. In support

g8

of tlgis research projert, cradles listed in the museum's records ag g

affiliated with the consultant's culture were pulled from stora e
prior to that consultant's arrival or were shown to the consultangg
in the Native Voices allery.

3.2.2 | Recording

Consultants were asked to si n cogsent forms to be recorded. g

Consengto be recorded was not mandatory for payment and par-
ticipation in theg NativegAmerican Voices InitiativegInterviews
were recorged by a professional filmmaker gusin vigeo and
audgo equipment.

Intervigws were recorded to hard drives before bein uploaded
to gecure museum data stgga e platforms. Recordin s will be
uplgaded to Mukurtu (mukurtu.or ), a platform forgollectin

and sharin cultural data, stqries, and perspectives. Materials
uploaded to Mukurtu can be made available publicly or only to
members of specific Tripesglg was made clear to cogsultants
that if they shared any information with us that theygvished to
ongy beghared with their own Trilg, we would ensure that tlgeir
wishes were respected when materiads are uploaded tg Mukugtu.
Handwritten notes were glso taken throu hout the igterviews.

3.2.3 | Interview Strucgurg and Questions
Interviews were semi-structured and conversationag The inter-

viewer made sure that all qgestions listed below were answered
over the course of the interview, but they were not always asked

in the same order, so as tg begadgptable to the conversational gg

flow of the interview. If a question was answered without bein
directly gsked of a consultagg, the intergiewer often did not for-
mally ask the questiog.
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The inter iewer s ed 11, or Imost I1l, of the following ques-
tions during e ch interview:

« Wh tkinds of objects should cr dles be stored with? a

» Isit ok to store cr dles from your culture with cr dles from
other cultures?

« Wh tterminology would you like museums to use when re-
ferring to cr dles from your culture in our records?
o e.g, 1 dles? Rsketry a dles? Bby bskets?
Cr dlebo rds?

« Wh tterminology would you like museums to use when re-
ferring to sm 1l cr dles from your culture?
o e.g., Toy cr dle? Doll cr dle? Mini ture cr dle? Child's
pl ycr dle?

« Isit ok for NHMUado displ ycr dles from your culture in its
exhibits?

« Is it ok to storacr dles frona your culture in gl ss-fronted a

¢ binets?

« Dayou prefer NHMU to cover the cr dles from your culture
with sheets when thay re in stor ge? In gl ss-fronted c bi-
nets? In non-gl ss-fronted ¢ binets? a

« Who should be llowed to viewacr dles from your culture?

« ds it ok for NHMU to @ ke photos nd cre te 8D sc ns af
cr dles from your culture? a

» Isit ok for NHMU to m ake those im ges publicly v il ble?

» How would you like cr dles from your culture in museum
collections to be h adled?

« &Wh t ae the cultur hbeliefs nd viewpoints th tinfluence
how yoa prefer cr dlestobeh ndled nd stored?

« Wh tkind ofaese rch re you comfort dle with reg rding
cr dles from your culture?

« Are cr dles considered s cred objects in youraculture?
Ple seel hor te.

« Are cr dles considered atilit ri n ar everyd y abjects im a

youaaz calture? Ple seel bor te.

« Are your preferenaes for the tre tment of toy or mini tureaa

cr dles different th n your preferences for the tae atment of
full-sized cr dles?

« Do inf ntsin your culture mceive more th n one cr dle
thraughout their developament? (e.g., newborn cr dle
nd 1 rger cr dle hter on2) If soado you h ve differ-
entapreferances fordaow these differentacr dle aypes rea
tre ted?

« #ow did you ke mn the cultur 1 expect tionsa nd prefer- a

ences for tre tment of cr dles?

« Did your p rentsase
were ninf nt?

tr dition 1cr dle for you when you

« Did/dayouuse tr dition dcr dle with your own children?
« How did your p a@ents storacr dles in yoar homes? a

» #ow did/do you store cr dles in your homes?

Gi en the con ers tion 1 n ture of these inter iews, questions a

were not lw ys worded ex ctly s listed bove; ddition lly,
some questions were overlooked, glossed over, or noa nswered
thoroughly. When necess ry, consult nts were sked follow-up
questions by telephone, text, or em ail.

4 | Results and Insights

Insights from Trib 1 members bout proper tre tment of
Indigenous cr dles included both physic 1 nd spiritu 1/int n-
gible consider tions. All consult nts who were sked whether
cr dles were s cred or utilit ri n/everyd y objects considered
cr dles to be pr ctic 1, everyd y, working objects, though some
did not like the term “utilit ri n.” Some consult nts consid-
ered cr dles s cred objects, while others did not. Reg rdless
of whether they considered cr dles s creda 1l groups consider a
cr dles nd/or ssoci ted cr dle decor tions to h ve spiritu 1
nd person 1 signific nce beyond their pr ctic 1 functions. Co-a
uthor Ir Coffey (P iute-Shoshone, Reno-Sp rksIndi n Colony)
considers cr dles, like b skets, to be inherently s cred, s they
re usu lly blessed by the m ker prior to, during, nd/or fter
production, nd during g thering of r w m teri Is, to protect
inf nts nd their f mily.aHe expl insth t cr dle may h ve
specific person 1 conmection to the infant it w s made for, s
ornament 1 designs re often requasted by the f mily or de-
signedady the m ker b sed on predictions reg rding the inf nt's
person lity.

Though the preferences nd instructions bout cr dle object
stor ge, h ndling, aisplay, ndaterminology described below
refer to consult nts' input reg rding cr dles specific lly from
their own Tribes nd cultures, their responses indirextly pro-
vide bro d insights reg rding wh t f ctors museums should
t ke into consider tion when m king decisions bout h n-
dlingaother groups' cr dles. Preferences for cr dle terminol-
ogy, h ndling, nd stom ge re summ rized in T ble 2, nd
praferencas for cr dleim ging, rese rch, nddispl y resam-
m rized in T ble 3.

4.1 | Spdritual and Intangible Considerations

A comamon theme expaassed by am ny of the consult nts,
excludinga Everett Piky vit (Mo p P iute), w s th t the
proper tre tment of cr dles inamuseum collections depends
on whethar the cr dle w s used by n individu 1 or w s cre-
ted for s le to collector or museum. M ny of the cr dles in
NHMU's collections were m dea s rtor displ ypieces me nt
to be sold to tourists, museums, nd non-Indigenous individ-
u lIs; these objects were not used to hold n inf nt throughout
development. M ny ofzhe consult nts felt the spiritu 1 con-
sider tions reg rding the tre tment of such cr dles re less
import nt th n for cr dles th t were cre tedfor, nd used by,
ninf at.

Most interviewed p rties expressed th titisimport ntta pro-
tect cr dles from spirits. The exception w s co- uthor Zefren
Andersan (Diné), whos @ th tcr dlesthemselves do ot need
to be protected spiritu lly, butth t ny ssoci ted decor tions
or fetishes (e.g.,aumbilic 1 cordafetish) do. This is especi lly
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true of cr dest twereused byi dividu srt ert just
created for disp ay. Consu tants expressed that, when empty
(i.e., when not ho ding a baby), a crad e can become occupied
by a spirit, and that it is undesirab e to put an infant in a cra-
d e when a spirit is in it. Richard Graymountain (San Juan
Southern Paiute) reported that if a grown individua 's o d cra-
d e became occupied by a spirit, it cou d affect the individua s
menta we being even though they no onger used the crad e;
prayers can mitigate such harms. It is therefore necessary to
protect Southern Paiute crad es from spirits even after their
use as a baby carrier is over. Co-authors Carmen C ark and
Shanandoah Anderson (Shivwits Band of the Paiute Indian
Tribe of Utah) said it was important to protect a crad e from
spirits after an infant had grown out of it, because if a stored
crad e became occupied by a spirit, any future infants that
used that crad e cou d be negative y affected by the spirit;
even someone hand ing a crad e that was no onger in use,
or a chi d p aying with a sma er crad e, cou d be negative y
affected if a spirit were to occupy the crad e. Everett Pikyavit
(Moapa Paiute) and Lisa Bu Icreek and Copen Thomas (Sku
Va ey Band of Goshute) did not fee that spiritua protection
was necessary if the crad e was not going to be used by in-
fahts moving forward (e.g., if it had enteded a museum co ec-
tion). A an Groves (Utk Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray
Reservation and Hopi) did not have guide ines for protecting
crad es in storage or on disp ay from spirits] but did suggest
that it wou d be best if thembers of the pub ic did hot physi-
cal y hanl e them to protect their spiritua kohnection to any
infanks who may have used them.

Z. Anderson (Diné), dn thelother hand, said that in their fani-
iy the crad e is a “too ” that is passed on for use by mu tip &
infants. The crad e itse f does not maintain spiritua tied to
infants, but decorations such as stonks and arrowheadk ar¢
added to the baby carried for dach infant, and these items do
have a spiritua connection to the infant, which must be re-
spected. Therefdre, they daid that an undecoratdd crad e itse f
does not need to be tredted with dny spiritua konsideration,
but that specia considerations must be made for decorations,
additidns, and any crad es that bear such itenls. Z. Anderson
suggested that if & museum houses a Diné baby carridr with
decorations or additiona itelms, thosekhou d be removedlfrom
thé boards and stored in a sepakdte bag with the baby carried
Such items, they said, tou d sti be disp ayed with the crad e,
but that the phykica keparation between the crad e and dec-
orations adds an extra ayer oflrespect. If a Diné crad e was
made for tourist trade and the lmuseum can be cettain that
its decbratibons and additions were never associated with an
actua individua and were made for disp ay on y, they did hot
fee such measures of separation need to be taken.

To avoid octupation of crdd es by spirits, € arkand S. Anderson
(Shivwits Bandl of the Pailite Inllian Tribe of Utah) requested
that crad es not on disp ay be covered with a c oth sheet. They
said crad es not current y in use by an infant shou d a ways
be stored in an ¢énc osed space and hot hung on a wa , so as
not tolinvite spirits in. Rather than covering crad es, the San
Juan Southern Paiute cohsu tants suggekted that crad es be
eft “open” or un aced so that a spirit cou d not get stuck in-
side andlso thak the infant's own splirit is ab e to broadenland
move beybnd the confinés of the crad eboard. Thel a so said

[—

itisimport tto protectcr d esfrom bre k ge bec usep ys-
ica damage to the crad e can negative y affect the menta ity
or physica ity of the person who used the crad e as an infant.
Pikyavit (Moapa Paiute) suggested hanging crad es not in use
by an infant because any spirits that try to occupy the crad e
wi s ip out, and that covering a crad e with a c oth wou d a so
be an effective way to keep out unwe come spirits. However,
he a so said that if the crad e was not going to be used by any
more infants moving forward, such considerations were ess
important.

Coffey (Paiute-Shbshone, Reno-Sphrks Indian ICo ony) sug-
gested that crad es in storage shou d be covered to keep them
“c ean.” He suggested a c ear p astic cover but a so said a c oth
cover wou d be a right. Through ongoing communications fo -
owing his formla interview, he c arified that keeping a crad e
“c ean” does not just mean protecting it from dust and dirt; ita so
means protecting it from spirits. The need for such c arification
fo owing the officia interview demonstrated to interviewers in-
vo ved in this project the importance of asking for ¢ arifications
about such matters when consu ting cu tura experts. Language

and Wword choice of Indigenous consu tants can have ayered or 1

nuanced meanings that may not be immediate y understood by
non-Indigenous individua s. 1

C ark and B. Anderson [Shivwits Bandl of thel Paiute Indian

Tribe of Utah) said that miniature crad es did not need to be cov- 1

ered andlprotected from spirits. Richard Graymounttain, Louise
Ta man, hnd Natd ie Hdgewater (San Juan Southern Paiute) had
not seen miniature crad es used in their cu ture, so they had no
opitions on the matter. Other consu tants did not communidate
strohg fee ings on the matter. Miniatute crad es are discussed ih
more detai be ow.

4.2 | Physical Consideratidns for Handling
and Storage

C ark and B. Anderson (Shitwits Band of the Paiute Indian 1
Trite of Utah)lsaid that crad es from their cu ture that are not
on disp ay shou d be aid f at in such a way that they are not
bent by prédsurelCoffey (Paidté-Shoshone, Reno-Sparks Indian
Co ony) was comfortab e with crad es being hung or aid f at
in §toragk. Edgewater, Graymountain, and Ta man (San Juan
Southern Paiute) said crad es shou d be stored in a coo, dry
p ace where they wi not get broken. Coffey (Paiute-Shoshone,
Reno-Sparks Indianl Co ony) said crad es (and other basketry
objects) shou d be stored on their backs in a dry environment
and dxpressed that peop d shou d not “be afraid to hand e” cra-
d es, hs ong aslthey do so with respect, as “they are made to
belhandled.” On the dther hahd, Pikyavit (Moapa Paiute) said
crad ds shou d be hand ed carefu y as fragi e objects. Th man,
Edgewater, and Graymountain (San Juan Southern Paiute) said
thél dholi d be hanH dd gent y with two g dved hands suppolt-
ing their weight. d ark and S. Anderson (Shivwits Band of the
Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah)kaid that newer, sturdier crad es did
not nekd to be hand ed aslgent y as o der, more de icate crad es.
Bu creek and Thomas (Sku Va ey Band of Goshute) expressed
that aying the crdd esk at on their backs in museum co kctions
cabinetd was ike y sufficient for physica protection and preser-
vatibn of the crad es.

Curbitor: 1 s umwournal, 2025 1
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Z. Ander on Diné) poke bout the proper tre tment of Diné
cradles, which, unlike the basketry cradles of other Tribes in-
terviewed for this project, are constructed of wooden boards
tied together with leather lashings. They suggested untying
the leather lashings and separating the boards into separate
pieces, oiling the wood and leather, and either reassembling
the cradle for museum storage, or storing the boards disas-
sembled in bundles as is often done in Diné households. They
recommended oiling the wood and leather every 20-40years.
They suggested that covering the cradles lightly with a cloth
might be good for dust protection though they did not feel this
had the same spiritually protective function that some other
consultants did), but worried that plastic coverings might im-
part gases onto the wood and leather. For very long term stor-
age, Z. Anderson suggested wrapping the cradle in a layer of
wax paper beneath cloth to keep the cradle from drying too
much. Cradles, they said, should be laid flat in storage and
should not be stacked on top of each other. When asked about
moving or handling a baby carrier, they said “The same way
you want someone to handle fomething that you built i§ how (
that you should treat everything here,” and provided the anal-
ogy ¢f handling the(objects the way you would hafndle a Lego
piece you had built. (

Most cofisultants did not have strong preferences for what
othef tgpes of objects cradles should be stored with, though Z.
Anderson Diné) said they should not be stored with ceremonial
objects excépt baskets, which are both ¢eremonial and utilitar-
ian), wleapons, or grave goods. Clark and S. Anders¢n Shivwits
Band of Paiute Indian(Tribe of Utah) said storage of full-size
cradles with baskets was probably appropriate while miniature
cradles could be stored with toys and other children(s objects.
No cofisultants personally objected to crad{es from their {Qlture
being stdred with cradles from otfer cultures. Coffey Paiute-
Shoshéne, Ren6-Sparks Indian Colony) suggested that, if pos-
sible, the artist or donor be consulted when determining where,
how, and with what objects to store a drad{e and Whether it was
alright to display the object. This is, @nfortunately, ithpossible if
the maker is deceaséd and/or the cr{dle was collected without
details régarding the maker.

4.3 | Imaging and Research

All consultants said they were comfortable with photograph§( (

and(3-D scans of crddles be{ng produced, and(fhost said (t was
acceptable for museums to display(these images and share thém
publicly on the internet. However, Bullcreek, a Skull Valley
Band of Goshute elder, said that she was domfortable with 3D
scans(of Goshut¢ crad{es being(produced, but that she did not
believe they should be shared via the infernet for non-Natife
people who are not vi€wing them at the museum. She felt that
if non-Native peopld wished to viewl Goshqte cradle scans, thef
should make an effort to come to the museum to view them on
museum computerg. She(did feel that Goshutes and membe(s of (
non-Goshute (Utah Tribes should be able to view the scans re-
motely.(Her son, Copen Thomas, a Skull Valley Band of Goshute
man in his early twenties at the tiffie of this interview, expressed
no(issue with sharing the images publicly with non-Native au-
diences via the internét, and thought museums should at legst
make the images @vailabld to students at {'ribal schools who may

not be ble to tr vel to cce mu eum collect on

resources in person.

nddgtl

Pikyavit Moapa Paiute), who is a weaver and basket maker, sup-
ported the production of photographs and 3D scans of cradles.
He felt that sharing them publicly on the internet would be help-
ful for artists like himself and others who did not have the op-
portunity to learn cradle manufacturing skills and designs from

a master. Grove§ Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray (
Reservation and Hopi) was more comfortable with images being
shared for research purposes than for display and marketing (
purposes; in the latter cases, he felt it was best to consult with
the donor or creator before sharing images.

All consultants said they were cofnfortable With scholars doing

cradle-based research. Bullcre¢k Skull Valley Band of Goshute) (

did express, however, that it was important that the researcher
care, beyond the level of an academic researcher, about the peo-
ple whose objects were being studied. They should be compas-
sionate and look at things more personally than many academic
researchers tend to. She and Z. Anderson Diné) were adamant
that res€arch and viewing of obfects should not be don¢ by a
non-Native persg¢n with the intention of monetizfng a Native art
form or technology e.g., a non-Native person founding a brand
to sell traditional Native-style cradles).

4.4 | Display

None of the groups interviewed expressed that cfadles should not
be(displayed in museums. Howewer, both the San Juan Southern
Paiute consultafits and the Shivits Band of the Paiute Indian
Tribe of Utah cofisultants said it was beét to display(cradles that
were created to be display piece§ rather than cradles that had

ever held an infant, and the Shivits consultants stressed that (

no cradles (tolén from graves should ever be displayed( Groves

Ute Indian Tribe of thé Uintali and Quray Reservation and
Hopi) agreed that there should be different considerations for
displaying cradles that had been used by infants in the past
versus those that had been made for display and trade; be sug-
gests asking the person who is donating their previously used
cradle whether they are comfortable with it being displayed. Z.
Anderson (Diné) did not object to the digplay of cradles that had
been uséd by infants in the past, as long as they had been eth-
ically acquired. They stressed that it would be inapgropriate to
display any cradle that flad been acquired unethically i.e., sto-
len from its traditional owner or maker rather than purchased or
donated by a repugalfle donor). Coffey Paiute-Shoshone, Reno-
Sparks Indian Colon§) stressed that it is best to ask the artist
or donor if they are comfortable with the itefn being displayed,
whengéver possibl€. Though(consultants requested that spiritual
protective measures (e put in place for cradles in storage, none
requested tha¢ such measures be taken(for cfadles on display.

4.5 | Terminology

Each consulted Tribe expresg§ed their own preferences regard-
ing proper cradle terminology, which shéuld be respected in
museum reCords and exhibit text panels regarding cradles as-
soidted with their group. For example, the Shivwits Band of

10 (
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the Paiute n ian T ibe of Utah Paiute-Shoshone (Reno-Spa ks
In ian Colony), Moapa Paiute, an Hopi an Ute (Ute In ian
Tribe of the Uintah an Ouray Reservation) consultants use

the term cradl board, even for cra les that were ma e of bas-
ketry materials rather than woo en boar s, an Coffey (Paiute-
Shoshone, Reno-Sparks In ian Colony) also use the term baby
bask t. Z. An erson (Diné) i not object to the term cradl -
board but preferre the term baby carri r, because it was more

escriptive of the object's function.

Clark an S. An erson (Shivwits Ban of the Paiute In ian
Tribe of Utah) i stress that the term papoos was inappropri-
ate for infants an cra les from their group an many others.
Some consultants share the tra itional wor for cra le in their
Tribal language, which they felt woul be appropriate to inclu e
in museum recor s an exhibit texts. For example, Pikyavit
(Moapa Paijute) share the term kanoat. Tallman, E gewater,
an Graymountain (San Juan Southern Paiute) share their tra-

itional Paiute term for cra les, which they suggeste spelling
gkurn, though they stresse that the wor was ifficult td spell
using the English alphabet. Others coul not remember the tra-

itional term off the top of their hea butsai theywoul like for
thatwor tobeinclu e intherecor slan
(Diné) personally felt the Navajo term for cra le objects shoul
be inclu e in museum recor san exhibits butsai thatsome
Tribal members might object, feeling that the tra itional wor d
shoul remain for use by only Navajo people. Therefore, they felt
itwoul only be approgriade tb inclu e the Diné term for cral les
in an exhibit if a Diné consultant approve  uring the pro uc-
tion of the exhibit.

Severadconsultants, inclu ing Skull Valley Ban of Goshute,d d

Diné, Shivwits Ban of the Paiute In ian Tribe of Utah, an
Hopi an Ute consultants, edpresse that toy was not the ap-
propriate esignation for miniature cra les, as the small crad
les were ma e for teaching, learning, practice, an  isplay
purposes rather than as play objects. Bullcreek an Thomas
(Skull Valley Ban of Goshute) preferre the term doll cradl or
t ac ing cradl . Coffeyd(Paiute-Shoshone, Reno-Sparks In ian
Colony) suggeste doll cradl dn displty cradl . Clark an S.
An erson (Shivwits Ban of tHe Paiute In ian Tribe of Utah)
suggeste d ¢ ild’s cradl . Pikyavit (Moapa Paiute) approve of
doll cradl an miniatur cradl butdi not codsi er toy inapd
propriate. Z. An erson (Diné) suggeste mod [ cradl or mlinia-
tur cradl . Groves (Ute an Hopi) preferre miniatur cradl .
Graymountain, Tallman, an E gewater (Sad Juan Southerd
Pajute) ha no preference since theyha not seen miniaturd cra-
les use dn their dulturd. d

5 | Discussion: Potential Issues and Difficulties

There are many challengds td respecting the wishes of Native
people when it comes to the treatmwhent df cra le objectsan other
In igenous objects id museum collections. The primary iffi-
culty facing NHMU is that dhe recor s of many cra le objects
only list non-specific cultural emarcations in the museum's
recor s, such as “Paiute” or “Goshute.” Our idterviewd have
shown that ifferent ban s an subgroups of dhe same broa er
cultural grough may have ifferent ¢preferences for the treatment

isplays.Z. An ersbn d

p efe ences of the Shivwits Ban of the Paiute n ian T ibe of
Utah, San Juan Southern Paiute, an Paiute-Shoshone (Reno-
Sparks In ian Colony) consultants. Some objects in NHMU's
collections are of ambiguous or uncertain cultural origin. There
was isagreement among interviewe groups regar ing to
which specific culture some of the objects belonge , ren ering
it ifficult to etermine how such objects shoul be store , han-

le ,an isplaye moving forwar . A itionally, some objects
have multiple cultural affiliations liste in their museum recor ,
once again ren ering it ifficult tod etermine which group's
preferences the museum shoul a here to when the preferences
of ifferent groups contra ict each other.

An a itional challenge for museums etermining culturally
appropriate practices for cra le han ling, as well as any con-
si erations involving Tribal objects, is whether to a here to the
wishes of a culture'’s el ers or younger generations when opin-
ions between the generations iffer. When such isagreements
arise, the museum musd eci e which generation's preferences
to prioritize. Whether it is best for museums to a here to the
preferences of el ers or younger generations is beyon the scope
of thislproject but shoul be the subject of future research efforts
in consultation with Tribis.

Another issud wlith etermining proper cradle tdeatment is that
it is sometimes ifficult or impossiblelto know whether a cra le
was actually use tohol aninfantorwasonlyuse asa isplay
piece. When thislis the case, relevant Tribes shoul be consulte
to ask if they feel it is appropriate to isplay the cra le.

Most consultants ekpresse that not everyone in their culture
woul dgree with their opinions on culturally appropriate cra-

le practicesdWhen consulting with In igenous people about
museum collections, it is important to keep in min that the
consultation represents the opinion of only one or a sample of
in ivi uals fronh a group of people with iverse opéhions. When
possible, multiple in ivi uals from a group shoul be consulte .

Indigenous Northl American cra les exist in museum collec-
tions outsi e of Northl America, where the responsible curator
an /ordollection manager may not have regional expertise or
a prece end of buil ing relationships with North American
Tribes. We encourage curators globally to work tb buil rela-
tionships with the In igenous groups whose tra itional objects
they house, whethed via virtual consultation, the facilitation of
Tribal visits to the museum, or curator visits to Tribes on their
homelan s. To etermine the proper group to cbnsult for im-
perfectly provenance objects, we encourage international cu-
rators an collections managers to consult existing rksources
regar ing ethnically patterne iversity withid object classes.
For cral lesaf the Americdn West, specifically, we suggest the
following resourdes on cra le i entification: Greenwal (2017),
Bibby (2004), Brodghton (2019), an Farmer (2013), as well as

igital museum collections such as NHMU's. If reference oc-
umentslate insufficient, the senior author on this paper, a cu-
ratbr at NHMU, welcomes inquiried reghr ing cra le Tribal
affiliation. Once the mbgional or Tribal affiliation of the object
has been i entifie , curators shoul reach out to the appropri-
atel Tribe. We recommen reaching out to the Tribe's cultural
resourdes manager an /or Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

of their culture's cra les, as evi ent by the isparity between d (THPO). If the Tribe has a museudh or cultural center, reach out
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to its dire tor. re oneme dse di gtheTribl ot t list
and descriptions of all objects within the enquiring museum's
collections affiliated with that Tribe. Photos should be sent to
the Tribe only upon request, as some Tribes may wish to avoid
accidental viewing of objects for which there may be a cultural
prohibition against viewing.

6 | Conclusions W

Consultation with Indigenous people is essential to ethical,
responsible museum treatment of Indigenous objects and ac-
curate representation of Indigenous objects and culture to mu-
seum audiences. Through interviews at NHMU, consultants
for this study contributed invaluable insights regarding both
physical and intangible considerations for the handling, stor-
age, and display of cradle objects. In addition to informing
updated practices for NHMU's treatment of cradles, insights
from interviews also provided cultural context regarding the
significance Wf these dbjects. Every Tribe interviewed had dif-
ferent beliefs and preferences regarding the proper handling
of their cultur®§ cradles in museum collections. This study
therefore deMonstrates that it is not sufficient to take broad
Indigenous perspectives into account when considering best
treatments for cradle objects; rather it is essential to respect
the nuan¥és and diversity ¥ cultural groups’ perspectives to
ensure that objects of d¥ferdht provenaWee receive culturallyv
appropria¥ care.

en PUssiblh, itV best to ddhsult the artistor creator of an ob-
ject.Wh en this is not possible, it is important to consult mem-
bers of the cultural group with which anWbject is affifiated. As
different bands and subgro®ps of broader culdural entities (e.g.,
the San Wan Sout®Wérn Paiutes Ws. th&8VShivwifs BanWof the
Paiute IndianWribe of Utah) have different perspedtives, it is im-
portant to consit members of the most specific culturdV entity
to which an object canW¥ attributed. Over the course of these

intdfiews, it has become clear that museWwh workers need to W

Cu h's (Ute I di  Tribe of the Ui t h d Our y Reserv tio ) dis-
cussion of Ute cradles; her insights inspired us to develop the specific
cradle-related interview project reported here. Thank you to the follow-
ing Indigenous consultants who contributed to this study but did not
opt in to co-authorship: Alan Groves (Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah
and Ouray Reservation, Hopi), Lisa Bullcreek and Copen Thomas {8kull
Valley Band of Goshute), Everett Pikyavit (Moapa Paiute), and Richard
Graymountain, Louise Tallman, and Natalie Edgewater (San Juan
Southern Pajute). Thank you also to the anthropology collections staff at
the Natural History WMuseum of Uts#h, including Glenna Niélsen-Grimm,
Megan Mangum, and Anne Lawlor; and filmmaker Leon Clayton.
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