D, pfoe, nd

n q |
A . P
UUniversityofUtah WINTER 2016 NEWSLETTER

Message From . .
the Department Dear Friends and Alumni,

el 2015 was marked by change in the department. Professor John McCullough retire
and is now an Emeritus Professor.
Emeritus status at the U, accepted a Distinguished Professorship at the Universit
Kansas. We will miss seeing them on a daily basis. More recently, Audrey Grisha
joined the department as our new Administrative Officer.
SPECIAL

POINT OF |l am sure you will enjoy this season§
INTEREST : students have been up to some very interesting and exciting research. The
electronic version of this Newsletter provides links for further reading. If you
B] received a printed newsletter, you can find an electronic copy on the department
websitehttp://anthro.utah.edu/and links are provided there as well.

d h&pegtt}at 2016 brings good health and happiness to you and yours.
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Best wishesl eslie
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DNA links many Native Americans to infants in Alaskan grave
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http://anthro.utah.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/UofUAnthro
mailto:rhonda.hypio@anthro.utah.edu
http://unews.utah.edu/ancient-babies-boost-bering-land-bridge-layover/
http://unews.utah.edu/ancient-babies-boost-bering-land-bridge-layover/
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Far ewel | t o Professor
On December &', faculty, staff, students, colleagues and friends gathered for a
reception held in Professor OORourkeods h
begins a new chapt er N NS Profe

has accepted a Foundation Distinguished Professorship at the University of Kansas,
beginning January 2016.

Professor OO0Rourke is | eaving the Univer
Prof De n ni tresearch, mentorship, and teaching. Arriving in 1978, he was appointed full
Professorship in 1994. In that time he has twice served as Chair of the Department

of Anthropology, he was appointed an Associate Dean of the College of Behavioral
Sciences,aec€@hair and Executive on the Univers
he has served on over 35 committees at the University, College, or Department level
including as the Director of Graduate Studies and as the Chair of the Curriculum
Commi ttee for Anthropol ogy. OQut side of
Program Director for Physical Anthropology at the National Science Foundation,
President of the American Association of Physical Anthropologists, President of the
American Association of Anthropological Geneticists, elected fellow at the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, a board member for the National

Science Foundation International Polar Year Social Science Panel, and is currently
serving on the National NAGPRA Review Committee and on Section H of the

Ameri can Association for the Advancement
awarded many honors, including the Rufus Wood Leigh Lecturer and University
Professor here at the University of Utah, and the Gabriel W. Lasker Service Award

from the American Association of Physical Anthropologists.

Dennis and PhD student, h . . o
Justin Tackney While at the University of Utah, Dr. OGR

authored over 20 book chapters, and been an author of over 40 publications in such
esteemed journals &8ciengd’roceedings of the National Academy of Séiamedsan
Journal of Physical Anthropdlagsent BiologgndHuman BiologyHe has been
Editor-in-Chief of Human Biology and long served as an Editor for the American
Journal of Physical Anthropology. He is currently on the editorial boardPiarS

ONE Cambridge University Riélsska Journal of AnthropplgyPaleoAmerica

He has taught 12 courses here on topics including Biological Anthropology, Research
Methods, and Grant Preparation. He has been a prolific grant writer and recipient,
which has allowed him to support many Anthropology graduate students directly, as
well as run a statef-the-art Ancient DNA clean room facility in the Stewart Building.

He has been an advisor to scores of graduate students, many of whom are active and
successful in the fields of Biological Anthropology, Anthropological Genetics, and
Genetic Epidemiology today, and he is universally appreciated by the graduate student
body.

We suspect that his valuable contributions to anthropology, and academia in general,
Dennis and his wife, Tam  will continue at the University of Kansas and we wish him all the best for the future.

ANTHROPOLOGY
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Museum | mpresses Foreign Af

AUSTRALIAN Foreign Affairs Minister Julie Bishop literally received a cushiock

when she visited Enga Take Anda, the provincial museum in Wabag District of Papua New
Guinea in November. The small museum is arguably the best in the country, with
displays and history of the rich culture and traditions of Enga in one place. This was
due to the expertise of U of U anthropologist Professor Polly Wiessner, who showed an
enthralled Bishop around the museum. The museum is funded and supported by the

Enga provincial government. After seeing the story of Enga compacted
i n one building, Bi shop had not hi
put together,d she said after her

T What6s Burning Got to

Where fires are common, primatologists have often observed their subjects using burned areas in novel
and unexpected ways. However, without quantitative data to compare the foraging behavior of primates

i n burned and unburned areas, researchers were
systematic behavioral observations from a population of South African vervet monkeys, Herzog and
colleagues evaluated differences in food availability and energetics before and after controlled burns.
Results suggest that burningiproves encounters with important foods such as bugs, new shoots, and
gum. At the proximate level, these foraging benefits enable vervets to exploit savanna habitats. From an
evolutionary perspective, these results may serve as a foundation for hypotheses regarding the evolution
of fire-use in our own lineage.

Article authors: Post Docs, Nicole M. Herzog and Christopher H. Parker, PhD Student Earl R. Keefe and
Distinguished Anthropology Professor, Kristen Hawkes.

The full article in American Journal of Physical Anthropology can be
found at: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ajpa.22885/full
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http://www.thenational.com.pg/?q=node/97762
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ajpa.22885/full

Maya Adventure With Professor Rick Paine

For years, students in the Classic Maya class have been asking Rick
Paine for a field trip to Copan. This summer Rick will lead a trip
exploring Maya culture, past and present, through Continuing
Educationds Go Learn travel program.
Classic Maya sites: Tikal, Copan, and Yaxha, as well as visits to
contemporary Maya towns around Lake Atitlan, Chichicastenango and
Antigua. Atitlan is surrounded by volcanoes and Maya villages, and is
one of the most beautiful lakes in the world. Chichicastenango has
been a market center since pi@olumbian times. It is a fascinating

place to experience the blending of traditional Maya religion with
Catholicism. Expect to see Maya Shamans performing rituals on the
church threshold (or even in the aisle) as the Catholic priest gives his
sermon inside. Chichcastenango also has the greatest indigenous craft
market in all Central America. Antigua was the capital of the Spanish
colonies in Central America until the earlyf18entury, when the
capital was moved after a series of earthquakes. It is now a gem of
colonial architecture in a beautiful setting. Copan, Tikal and Yaxha
are among the greatest, and most beautiful Classic Maya sites. The
trip will be a wonderful blend of exploring archeological ruins,
experiencing the rainforest, and the fascinating culture of the Maya.

The

Anyone interested should Email Dr. Paine.atpaine @gmail.coror visit
the Go Learn site athttps://continue.utah.edu/golearn/guatemalal6

—~<EXPLORE THE

GUATEMALA & HONDURAS



mailto:r.r.paine@gmail.com
https://continue.utah.edu/golearn/guatemala16
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Prosocial and Competency Reputations Affect Cooperation
in Two Latin American Communities

By Professor Shane Macfarlan

\/

The article examines how reputations for competency and
pro-sociality affect cooperation in two Latin American communities
(Dominica and Peru). The behavioral correlates of each reputation
domain, are reviewed, in addition to how each reputation domain
leads to different kinds of benefits in society. The paper also analyz®
how leadership emerges at the intersection of both reputatiens
people who are both competent and highly prosocial tend to becomﬁf ]
leaders and get more benefits compared to people who are low in Shane Macfarlan
one or both reputations.

Read the full release http://rstb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/370/1683/20150009
l

Sprecial Everl":
MesoAmerican Talks

New Perspectives on the Ancient Maya and their Environment

Friday, October 16,2015
ALL DAY EVENT BEGINNING AT 10 AM

5™ level forum | Utah Museum of Natural History
301 Wakara Way | Salt Lake City, UT 84108

The Anthropology Department and the Natural Several members of the Anthropology department
History Museum of Utah hosted a full day of participated. Richard Hansen introduced the Mirador
lectures, titted Mesoamerica Talks: New Basin Project. Leslie Knapp spoke about Howler Monkey
Perspectives on the Ancient Maya and their  genetics, behavior, and conservation. Rick Paine gave a
Environment d on Oct obdemograpBic persp8qgive ankhe Maya dollapsen Gtetma
Department and across the Americas discusselielsen of the Natural History Museum of Utah presented
their research on topics ranging from an overview of plaza architecture at El Mirador. Other
rainforest insects to the Maya collapse, all to speakers included Jack Schuster (Universidad del Valle,
honor the career of Mayanist Michael Coe. TheGuatemala), Donald Forsyth (BYU), and Stanley Guenter
focus of the lectures was the multidisciplinary (Mirador Basin Project). The guest of honor, Michael Coe
Mirador Basin Project, directed by Richard (Yale) finished the day by putting Maya studies in a
Hansen (Utah) and Edgar O. Suyuc (FARES). broader context. The event also included a buffet dinner
at the Museum.
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Archaeological Survey
of Red Butte Canyon
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Undergrad students Will Rath and Brock James


http://www.bioone.org/doi/abs/10.13110/humanbiology.87.1.0039
http://www.bioone.org/doi/abs/10.13110/humanbiology.87.1.0039

