
Dear Friends and Alumni, 
 

2015 was marked by change in the department.  Professor John McCullough retired 

and is now an Emeritus Professor.  Professor Dennis OõRourke, who will also have 

Emeritus status at the U, accepted a Distinguished Professorship at the University of 

Kansas.  We will miss seeing them on a daily basis.  More recently, Audrey Grisham 

joined the department as our new Administrative Officer.   
 

I am sure you will enjoy this seasonõs Newsletter.  You will see that our faculty and 

students have been up to some very interesting and exciting research.  The  

electronic version of this Newsletter provides links for further reading.  If you  

received a printed newsletter, you can find an electronic copy on the department 

website http://anthro.utah.edu/  and links are provided there as well. 
 

I hope that 2016 brings good health and happiness to you and yours.  
 

Best wishes, Leslie  
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ANCIENT BABIES BOOST BERING LAND BRIDGE LAYOVER  

DNA links many Native Americans to infants in Alaskan grave  

University of Utah scientists deciphered maternal genetic material from two babies 
buried together at an Alaskan campsite 11,500 years ago. They found the infants 
had different mothers and were the northernmost known kin to two lineages of     
Native Americans found farther south throughout North and South America.         
Anthropology professor  Dennis OôRourke was the senior author of the paper, work-
ing with PhD student Justin Tackney and U of U Geneticists.   By showing that both 
genetic lineages lived so far north so long ago, the study supports the ñBeringian 
standstill model.ò It says that Native Americans  
descended from people who migrated from Asia to 
Beringia ï the vast Bering land bridge that once 
linked Siberia and Alaska ï and then spent up to 
10,000 years in Beringia before moving rapidly into 
the Americas beginning at least 15,000 years ago.  
 
Read the full article: 
http://unews.utah.edu/ancient-babies-boost-bering-land-
bridge-layover/ 
 
 

tƘƻǘƻ /ǊŜŘƛǘΥ [ŜŜ WΦ {ƛŜƎŜƭΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¦ǘŀƘ 

tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ hΩwƻǳǊƪŜ ŀƴŘ Wǳǎǝƴ ¢ŀŎƪƴŜȅ 

http://anthro.utah.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/UofUAnthro
mailto:rhonda.hypio@anthro.utah.edu
http://unews.utah.edu/ancient-babies-boost-bering-land-bridge-layover/
http://unews.utah.edu/ancient-babies-boost-bering-land-bridge-layover/
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     Prof  Dennis OõRourke 

A N T H R O P O L O G Y  

 Farewell to Professor Dennis OõRourke 

On December 3rd, faculty, staff, students, colleagues and friends gathered for a         

reception held in Professor OõRourkeõs honor, bidding him a fond farewell as he    

begins a new chapter in his life.  Professor OõRourke is headed to Kansas, where he 

has accepted a Foundation Distinguished Professorship at the University of Kansas, 

beginning January 2016.  

 

Professor OõRourke is leaving the University of Utah after 37 years of service,       

research, mentorship, and teaching.  Arriving in 1978, he was appointed full  

Professorship in 1994.  In that time he has twice served as Chair of the Department 

of Anthropology, he was appointed an Associate Dean of the College of Behavioral 

Sciences, a co-Chair and Executive on the Universityõs Institutional Review Board, and 

he has served on over 35 committees at the University, College, or Department level 

including as the Director of Graduate Studies and as the Chair of the Curriculum 

Committee for Anthropology.  Outside of the University, Dr. OõRourke has been 

Program Director for Physical Anthropology at the National Science Foundation, 

President of the  American Association of Physical Anthropologists, President of the 

American Association of Anthropological Geneticists, elected fellow at the American            

Association for the Advancement of Science, a board member for the National          

Science Foundation International Polar Year Social Science Panel, and is currently 

serving on the National NAGPRA Review Committee and on Section H of the   

American Association for the Advancement of Science.  Dr. OõRourke has been 

awarded many honors, including the Rufus Wood Leigh Lecturer and University    

Professor here at the University of Utah, and the Gabriel W. Lasker Service Award 

from the American Association of Physical Anthropologists. 

 

While at the University of Utah, Dr. OõRourke wrote and edited 2 books, and has 

authored over 20 book chapters, and been an author of over 40 publications in such 

esteemed journals as Science, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, American 

Journal of Physical Anthropology, Current Biology, and Human Biology.  He has been  

Editor-in-Chief of Human Biology and long served as an Editor for the American  

Journal of Physical Anthropology.  He is currently on the editorial board for PLoS 

ONE, Cambridge University Press, Alaska Journal of Anthropology, and PaleoAmerica. 

 

He has taught 12 courses here on topics including Biological Anthropology, Research 

Methods, and Grant Preparation.  He has been a prolific grant writer and recipient, 

which has allowed him to support many Anthropology graduate students directly, as 

well as run a state-of-the-art Ancient DNA clean room facility in the Stewart Building.  

He has been an advisor to scores of graduate students, many of whom are active and 

successful in the fields of Biological Anthropology, Anthropological Genetics, and    

Genetic Epidemiology today, and he is universally appreciated by the graduate student 

body. 

 

We suspect that his valuable contributions to anthropology, and academia in general, 

will continue at the University of Kansas and we wish him all the best for the future.  

Dennis and PhD student,  

Justin Tackney  

Dennis and his wife, Tam  

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  U T A H  
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/ƭƛŎƪ ǘƻ Ψ[ƛƪŜΩ ¦ǎ 
ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΗ 

Weõre on the web 
at anthro.utah.edu  

Where fires are common, primatologists have often observed their subjects using burned areas in novel 

and unexpected ways. However, without quantitative data to compare the foraging behavior of primates 

in burned and unburned areas, researchers were left to wonder, òWhat's fire got to do with it?ó Using 

systematic behavioral observations from a population of South African vervet monkeys, Herzog and  

colleagues evaluated differences in food availability and energetics before and after controlled burns.  

Results suggest that burning  improves encounters with important foods such as bugs, new shoots, and 

gum. At the proximate level, these foraging benefits enable vervets to exploit savanna habitats. From an 

evolutionary perspective, these results may serve as a foundation for hypotheses regarding the evolution 

of fire-use in our own lineage.    

 

Article authors:  Post Docs, Nicole M. Herzog and Christopher H. Parker, PhD Student Earl R. Keefe and  

Distinguished Anthropology Professor, Kristen Hawkes.  

Whatõs Burning Got to do With it? 

 

Museum Impresses Foreign Affairs Minister 

AUSTRALIAN Foreign Affairs Minister Jul ie Bishop li terally received a culture-shock 

when she visi ted Enga Take Anda, the provincial museum in Wabag District of Papua New 

Guinea in November.  The small museum is arguably the best in the country, with      

displays and history of the rich culture and traditions of Enga in one place.  This was 

due to the  expertise of U of U anthropologist Professor Pol ly Wiessner, who showed an            

enthralled Bishop around the museum.  The museum is funded and suppor ted by the 

Enga provincial government.  After seeing the story of Enga compacted  

in one building, Bishop had nothing but praise.  òThis is so beautifully  

put together,ó she said after her tour.  

The full article in American Journal of Physical Anthropology can be 

found at: http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ajpa.22885/full  

http://www.thenational.com.pg/?q=node/97762
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ajpa.22885/full


Maya Adventure With Professor Rick Paine 

 

For years, students in the Classic Maya class have been asking Rick 

Paine for a field trip to Copan. This summer Rick will lead a trip  

exploring Maya culture, past and present, through Continuing          

Educationõs Go Learn travel program.  The trip will include three 

Classic Maya sites: Tikal, Copan, and Yaxha, as well as visits to      

contemporary Maya towns around Lake Atitlan, Chichicastenango and 

Antigua.  Atitlan is surrounded by volcanoes and Maya villages, and is 

one of the most beautiful lakes in the world.  Chichicastenango has 

been a market center since pre-Columbian times.  It is a fascinating 

place to experience the blending of traditional Maya religion with   

Catholicism.  Expect to see Maya Shamans performing rituals on the 

church threshold (or even in the aisle) as the Catholic priest gives his      

sermon inside. Chichcastenango also has the greatest indigenous craft    

market in all Central America.  Antigua was the capital of the Spanish      

colonies in Central America until the early 18th century, when the 
capital was moved after a series of earthquakes.  It is now a gem of 

colonial architecture in a beautiful setting.  Copan, Tikal and Yaxha 

are among the greatest, and most beautiful Classic Maya sites. The 

trip will be a wonderful blend of exploring archeological ruins,       

experiencing the rainforest, and the fascinating culture of the Maya. 
 

Anyone interested should Email Dr. Paine at r.r.paine@gmail.com or visit 

the Go Learn site at: https://continue.utah.edu/golearn/guatemala16 

 

mailto:r.r.paine@gmail.com
https://continue.utah.edu/golearn/guatemala16


Prosocial and Competency Reputations Affect Cooperation  

in Two Latin American Communities  

By Professor Shane Macfarlan  

      Shane Macfarlan  

The article examines how reputations for competency and  

pro-sociality affect cooperation in two Latin American communities 

(Dominica and Peru).  The behavioral correlates of each reputation  

domain, are reviewed, in addition to how each reputation domain 

leads to different kinds of benefits in society.  The paper also analyzes 

how leadership emerges at the intersection of both reputations -  

people who are both competent and highly prosocial tend to become 

leaders and get more benefits compared to people who are low in 

one or both reputations.  

Read the full release: http://rstb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/370/1683/20150009  

The Anthropology Department and the Natural 

History Museum of Utah hosted a full day of    

lectures, titled  Mesoamerica Talks: New  

Perspectives on the Ancient Maya and their  

Environmentõ on October 16.  Speakers from the 

Department and across the Americas discussed 

their research on topics ranging from  

rainforest insects to the Maya collapse, all to 

honor the career of Mayanist Michael Coe. The 

focus of the lectures was the multidisciplinary 

Mirador Basin Project, directed by Richard  

Hansen (Utah) and Edgar O. Suyuc (FARES).   

Several members of the Anthropology department  

participated.  Richard Hansen introduced the Mirador  

Basin Project.  Leslie Knapp spoke about Howler Monkey 

genetics, behavior, and conservation.  Rick Paine gave a 

demographic perspective on the Maya collapse.  Glenna 

Nielsen of the Natural History Museum of Utah presented 

an overview of plaza architecture at El Mirador.  Other 

speakers included Jack Schuster (Universidad del Valle, 

Guatemala), Donald Forsyth (BYU), and Stanley Guenter 

(Mirador Basin Project).  The guest of honor, Michael Coe 

(Yale) finished the day by putting Maya studies in a  

broader context. The event also included a buffet dinner 

at the Museum. 
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A Gˏɶeˢiʉ Dis˛rɩˏʞ E˧ʽlˉ˔ɶeʋ  
 

IŜƳƻŎƘǊƻƳŀǘƻǎƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƎŜƴŜǝŎ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƴ ¦ǘŀƘ ŀũŜŎǝƴƎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ .ǊƛǝǎƘ ƻǊ 
{ŎŀƴŘƛƴŀǾƛŀƴ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ  aƻǊŜ ƛǊƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǘƘŜ 
ƎŜƴŜΣ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜΣ ƛǊƻƴ ƻǾŜǊƭƻŀŘΣ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ƧƻƛƴǘǎΣ ǇŀƴŎǊŜŀǎΣ ƭƛǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƪƛŘƴŜȅǎΦ  5ŜƭŜǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƎŜƴŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǳƴŎƻƳƳƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǇƛǉǳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ 9ƳŜǊƛǘǳǎ WƻƘƴ aŎ/ǳƭƭƻǳƎƘΦ   
 
 
wŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀǊǝŎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŀȅƴŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tǊŜǎǎ ƘŜǊŜΥ ƘǧǇΥκκ
ǿǿǿΦōƛƻƻƴŜΦƻǊƎκŘƻƛκŀōǎκмлΦмоммлκƘǳƳŀƴōƛƻƭƻƎȅΦутΦмΦллоф 
 

Archaeological Survey  

of Red Butte Canyon  

 
Lƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΣ !ƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¦ǘŀƘ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊπ
ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ wŜŘ .ǳǧŜ /ŀƴȅƻƴΦ Lƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦{ CƻǊŜǎǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ wŜŘ .ǳǧŜ /ǊŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ 

/ƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ 
ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ¦-ƭŜŘ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǝƎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŀǊŜŀΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ƘŀƴŘǎ-ƻƴ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ            
ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ YŀǘŜ aŀƎŀǊƎŀƭΣ 
9Ǌƛƪ aŀǊǝƴΣ !ǎƘƭŜȅ tŀǊƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ tƻǎǘ-5ƻŎǘƻǊŀƭ    
CŜƭƭƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ tŀǊƪŜǊΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ         
ŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻƭƻƎȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ {ŀǾŀƴƴŀ !ƎŀǊŘȅΣ !ƴƴŀ 
wƻōŜǊǘǎΣ .ǊƻŎƪ WŀƳŜǎΣ !ƴŀǎǘŀǎƛŀ wŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭ 
wŀǘƘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴŀƭȅȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŬƴŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
¦ǘŀƘ !ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎȅ aƻƴǘƘ ƛƴ aŀȅ нлмсΦ 

Undergrad students Will Rath and Brock James  

http://www.bioone.org/doi/abs/10.13110/humanbiology.87.1.0039
http://www.bioone.org/doi/abs/10.13110/humanbiology.87.1.0039

